PREFACE
I HAVE chosen the pieces reprinted in this volume from out of a
much larger body of contributions to various periodicals on French
topics. I have excluded straight political reporting and, with one
or two exceptions, all controversial articles. It would have been
pedantic to apply this principle with excessive rigour^ as the
exclusion of political controversy from the discussion of modern
French life and culture would involve the ignoring of many of the
living forces in that culture. The article " Nationalism: Past,
Present, Future/' has been included here to round off the discus-
sion of the problem of nationalist doctrine in modern French
controversy.
I have, with a few minor exceptions, left the texts exactly as they
were first printed. That has involved inconsistency and repetition,
but the alternative is submission to the temptation to display hind-
sight* The minor modifications have been confined to the correction
of misprints, The text of "Alexander the Great" had to be recon-
structed from memory as I had no copy of the article.
I have to thank the editors of The Times Literary Supplement,
The Manchester Guardian, The Glasgow Herald, The Evening
Standard, The Spectator, The New Republic, La Eataille, La France
Libre, The Fortnightly, Politica, The Virginia Quarterly Review for
permission to reprint articles that appeared in their pages.
Cambridge, i$th December, 1945.
D* W. BROGAN